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AGENDA 

GOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE 

(Includes Public Safety Division) 

Tuesday, March 11, 2014 

4:00 p.m.  

Executive Conference Room 

Administration Building, Government Center 

 

Governmental Committee Members:    Staff Support:   

Jerry Stewart, Chairman             Phil Foot, Division Director   
Laura Von Harten, Vice Chairman    

Cynthia Bensch 

Rick Caporale   
Gerald Dawson 

Brian Flewelling 

Tabor Vaux   
  
1. CALL TO ORDER – 4:00 P.M. 

 

2. CONSIDERATION OF CONTRACT AWARD 

A. Purchase of Public Health Insecticide from State Contract (backup) 

 

3. QUARTERLY REPORT / LOWCOUNTRY ECONOMIC ALLIANCE MEMORANDUM OF 

UNDERSTANDING (backup) 

 

4. REAPPOINTMENTS AND APPOINTMENTS  

A. Bluffton Township Fire District  

B. Daufuskie Island Fire District  

C. Lowcountry Regional Transportation Authority  

 

5. DISCUSSION / POSSIBLE 2014 REFERENDUM QUESTIONS 

A. Capital Project Sales Tax (backup) 

B. Local Option Sales Tax (LOST) 

C. Rural and Critical Lands (backup) 

 

6. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A. Discussion of matters relating to the proposed location, expansion or the provision of services encouraging 

location or expansion of industries or other businesses in Beaufort County 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

 

2014 Strategic Plan:  Committee Assignments 

Business License Fee:  Direction 
Business Retention and Growth Program:  Development and Funding 

Economic Development Sites Report (Lowcountry Alliance) 

     Designated Funding Mechanism for Economic Development:  Direction 

Lowcountry Economic Alliance:  Performance/Activity Report and Funding 

Referendum(s) 2014 (Capital, LOST, and Rural and Critical Lands):  Direction 

http://www.bcgov.net/departments/Community-Services/county-channel/index.php
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March 11, 2014 



*

*Site Analysis Work 

*Phase I of Work complete to 
narrow properties for 
consideration 

*Phase II of further analysis is in 
progress 

*Additional information to be 
shared in Executive Session 

 

 

 



*

*Work Ready Communities 

*2- year program created by the 
Governor to evaluate SC Counties 

*Beaufort County is 76% complete 
with testing and business 
consideration 

*http://www.workreadycommuniti
es.org/SC/013 

 

 

 

http://www.workreadycommunities.org/SC/013
http://www.workreadycommunities.org/SC/013


*

*Blue Ribbon Task Force 

*Messaging Contract has been 
awarded to Avalanche Consulting 

*Online Survey Being Distributed NOW 

*Task Force has been created and 
meets March 21. 

*Final Messaging to be completed in 
June. 

 

 

 



*

*Video 

*Contract has been awarded to 

UniMedia. 

*Content is being developed in 

coordination with Task Force. 

*Final Video to be completed in 

June. 

 

 

 



*

*GIS Interface 

*Contract Executed with CoStar for 

Beaufort County Data 

*Platform being constructed to link 

to LEA site 

*Final Conversion Complete May. 

 

 



*

*Military Liaison 

*Executed a Pilot Program for 
Transitioning Marines 

*Opening to Marines Spouses 

*Provide service to businesses 
looking for workers and former 
military members and families 
looking for employment. 

 

 



*

*Business Retention and 

Expansion Program (BR&E) 

*Software Acquired and Business 

License Data imported for primary 

employers. 

*Interviews have begun. 

*Target business group of 100. 

 

 



*

*Targeted Marketing Study 

*Procured resources from funding 

partners. 

* Study Awarded and Completed 

*Begun work for implementation of 

the studies’ recommendations. 

 

 



*
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ORDINANCE NO. _______ 

 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PLACEMENT OF A QUESTION ON THE 

OFFICIAL BALLOT FOR THE GENERAL ELECTION TO BE CONDUCTED 

NOVEMBER 4, 2014, CONCERNING A PROPOSITION AUTHORIZING BEAUFORT 

COUNTY TO ISSUE GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS TO ACQUIRE LANDS FOR 

LIMITED DEVELOPMENT OR PRESERVATION PURPOSES AND TO PAY CERTAIN 

COSTS AND DEBT SERVICE RELATED THERETO. 

 

WHEREAS, Beaufort County has experienced a very high rate of growth during the last decade 

and the Beaufort County Council recognizes the need to preserve land that has scenic, natural, 

recreational, rural, and open space character which is deemed essential to the County’s quality of 

life; and 

 

WHEREAS, Beaufort County has created a citizen advisory committee known as the Beaufort 

County Rural and Critical Lands Preservation Board for the purpose of identifying and evaluating 

potential lands for preservation based upon an official criteria and ranking system established for the 

County; and  

 

WHEREAS, Policy 8 under the Transportation Programs section of the Beaufort County 

Comprehensive Plan recognizes the fact that portions of the County’s roadway system’s long term 

capacity is constrained and additional roadway infrastructure cannot resolve all of the county’s 

roadway capacity problems; and  

 

Whereas, Beaufort County Council believes that there may be situations where it would be 

appropriate for the County to acquire lands for reasonable and responsible development purposes on 

properties that could otherwise potentially be developed in a manner that would be harmful to the 

surrounding scenic, natural, recreational, rural and open space land or that would otherwise be 

detrimental to county infrastructure, roadways and the goal of sustainable growth and development; 

and           

 

WHEREAS, Beaufort County Council believes that it is in the best interests of its citizens to 

conduct a referendum that if favorably approved by the citizens of Beaufort County, would allocate 1 

mill in ad valorem taxes for the express purpose of continuing the acquisition of lands for 

conservation, recreation and/or reasonable and responsible development purposes; and 

 

WHEREAS, Beaufort County forecasts the that a levy of 1 mill as requested by the Beaufort 

County Rural and Critical Lands Preservation  will raise sufficient revenue to finance the issuance of 

$20,000,000 in general obligation bonds; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of Beaufort County Council that at the time of this borrowing, the 

anticipated repayment shall never exceed more than 1 mill; and   
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WHEREAS, the purposes of the bond proceeds are to provide for and protect natural areas and 

open space, to protect water quality from harmful effects of over-development, to preserve land for 

recreational activities, to alleviate traffic congestion, to preserve farm and forest land, to preserve the 

rural character of Beaufort County, to protect other environmentally sensitive areas such as wetlands, 

marsh lands and headwater areas, and to purchase properties for reasonable and responsible 

development purposes when those properties might otherwise be development in a manner that could 

be detrimental to the County. 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Beaufort County Council that pursuant to the 

provisions of Section 4-9-30, et seq. of the Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, as amended, the 

Beaufort County Council hereby directs the Beaufort County Board of Elections and Registration to 

print on the official ballot to be used in the General Election to be held on November 4, 2014 the 

following public question: 
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OFFICIAL BALLOT, REFERENDUM 

GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, NOT TO EXCEED $20,000,000 

FOR LAND PRESERVATION TO PROTECT NATURAL LAND, FARMLAND AND 

WATER QUALITY AND TO ALLEVIATE TRAFFIC CONGESTION, AND TO ALLOW 

FOR ACQUISITION OF LAND FOR REASONABLE AND RESPONSIBLE DEVELOPMENT 

PURPOSES 

 

 NOVEMBER 4, 2014 

 

“Shall Beaufort County, South Carolina issue general obligation bonds, not to 

exceed $20,000,000, representing a borrowing that at no time shall exceed 1 mill 

in debt service repayment, for the purpose of land preservation or reasonable 

and responsible economic development, by purchasing land, development rights 

and/or conservation easements in all areas of Beaufort County, in order to 

alleviate traffic congestion in high growth areas, to protect water quality, 

natural lands, wildlife areas, farmland, parkland, recreational areas, coastal 

areas, rivers and wetlands, or to prevent incompatible development that could 

be detrimental to Beaufort County? 

 

If the voter wishes to vote in favor of the question, place a check or cross mark 

in the square after the words “In favor of the question”; if the voter wishes to 

vote against the question, place a check or cross mark in the square after the 

words “Opposed to the question.” 

 

YES In favor of the question  [  ] 

    NO Opposed to the question    [  ]”                         

 

If this question is approved, then Beaufort County will be authorized to issue general 

obligation bonds in an amount not to exceed $20 million.  The bond funds will allow 

Beaufort County to continue to preserve open land as well as acquiring land for 

economic development purposes.  Bond funds may be used only for the purposes 

stated in the ballot question.  None of the funds may be used for any other purpose, or 

for administrative expenses of Beaufort County. However, the County shall be 

permitted to expend bond funds to engage a qualifying organization(s) in the 

management of the Beaufort County Rural and Critical Lands Preservation Program. 

An annual audit will verify that the funds are used as required by law. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this Ordinance be forwarded to the Beaufort 

County Board of Elections and Registration, Clerk of Beaufort County, Mayors and Clerks of 

Beaufort County municipalities, State legislators, Beaufort County Council, Director of Finance, 

Planning Director, Director of Parks and Recreation, County Auditor, and the Chairman of the 

Beaufort County Rural and Critical Land Preservation Board. 
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Adopted this _____ day of __________, 2014. 

 

     COUNTY COUNCIL OF BEAUFORT COUNTY 

 

 

     BY:_____________________________________ 

                                                D. Paul Sommerville, Chairman 

ATTEST:                                                              

 

______________________ 

Suzanne M. Rainey, Clerk to Council   

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

_______________________________ 

Joshua A. Gruber, County Attorney      

 

First Reading, By Title Only:  

Second Reading:  

Public Hearing:  

Third and Final Reading:  

 

 

 

 

 


